
Dear West Families, 
 
Happy Fall!  These last few months have gone by so fast and it’s hard to believe that we only have 57 days left of 
the semester.  Our West teachers and staff have been hard at work making sure we provide the most effective   
instruction to ensure that our students are learning.  We truly want to provide the best academic experiences for 
your students and want to partner with you to make sure our students are experiencing both academic and social 
success at West Middle School.  By this time, you should have received the second IPR of the school year.  We 
want you to know that academic success is what we strive for and if your student is in need of additional support 
in any class, we offer a variety of opportunities for your child to receive tutoring or enrichment. Please reach out 
via email or phone with any questions you may have regarding your student’s progress in class. 
  
Just a few announcements and reminders: 
 
Parent/Teacher Conferences will be held on Tuesday, November 13th and Thursday, November 15th from 3:30 
p.m.—7:00 p.m.  We look forward to your attendance and appreciate the opportunity for us to work together to 
support our students and their academic achievement. 
  
One of our goals is to make sure we’re communicating regularly the great things happening at WMS on a daily, 
weekly, and monthly basis. You can find a copy of our daily announcements on our webpage under the Family  
Resources tab. Additionally, we also send out weekly and monthly newsletters and you can also find additional  
information about events happening at WMS on our webpage.  
  
Please consider supporting our WMS Thanksgiving Dinner Boxes. During the month of November, we will work 
together with Shelter Insurance, our Partner in Education and our Advisory classes to collect food items that we 
will put in Thanksgiving Boxes for our families for a traditional Thanksgiving meal. The Crossing Church         
continues to support WMS and our families and will provide a turkey for each box. We appreciate your support 
and please look for a list of grade level items to send to school with your student. 
     
Our Fall sports season has wrapped up and our West Cross Country, Volleyball, Football teams and Cheerleaders 
did a great job. We have transitioned into our winter season of basketball and our teams have been selected. Please 
check the school website for our winter sports schedule. We look forward to your support of our student athletes 
and our games! We are always in need of parents to help run our concessions stands at our games. If you’re       
interested in serving our community in this capacity, please contact our PTSA president, Janet Moore-Schad at  
ki-arra@hotmail.com. Again, we appreciate your support. 
  
If you ever have any questions, please call the school to set up an appointment.  You may also contact our assistant 
principal, Mrs. Courtney Lewis, or myself and let us know how we can help you.  We look forward to working  
together for the success of your student. 
  
Dr. Melita Walker 
Principal  
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Important Dates 

On November 27, 8
th
 grade students will spend a day at Hickman High School and will have the op-

portunity to learn about high school credits, and visit classrooms in the Career Center wing of Hick-

man.  More details to come! 

 

The credits required to graduate from high school are as follows: 

Language Arts – 4 credits   Physical Education – 1 credit 

Math – 3 credits (4 for many colleges) Health - .5 (1/2) credit 

Science – 3 credits    Practical Art – 1 credit (Personal Finance is .5 of this) 

Social Studies – 3 credits   Electives – 7.5 credits 

Fine Art – 1 credit    Total = 24 credits 

 

November 9 – Third IPR grades go home with students and will be posted on Home Access. 

 

December:   

During the week of December 17, some teachers will give finals or comprehensive exams that cover 

the first semester of school.  Some teachers will give unit tests and/or final projects.  It is very im-

portant that your child be in attendance.  If your student is ill or cannot be in attendance for any rea-

son, you will need to make arrangements with his/her teachers to make-up final assessments. 

 

January 7 - Semester 1 grade cards go home with students and will be posted on Home Access.  
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Students Riding An Alternate Bus 

If your student wishes to ride a bus home with a friend, the West  
Middle office will need a written permission note from the parent of 
the student riding the different bus.  The note must be brought to the 
office before the 2:35 dismissal bell.  A bus pass will be written and 
copies will be made of the pass and the note.   
 
It is very important that the student gets this taken care of before the 
2:35 dismissal bell.  Buses cannot be delayed on their routes to wait for 
a pass to be written. 
 

After School Activity Bus 
West Middle School provides an activity/tutoring bus Monday thru Thursday.  The bus arrives at West Middle for 
pickup at approximately 3:50 p.m.  Home arrival time will vary depending on the number of students being   
transported and the travel distance. 
 
Please remind your student that they must sign the Activity Bus list located outside of the main office.  Signing up 
must be done everyday needed by 1:00 p.m. or they risk not being allowed to ride the bus. 

School Not In Session 
 

November 5 and 6 
November 16 
November 21, 22 and 23 Holiday Break 
December 21 thru January 2 Winter Break  

Moving at Semester Break 
If  you know you will be moving 
over winter break, either within 
Columbia or out of  Columbia, 
please notify the Guidance Office 
as soon as possible.  Contact 
Kecia Reddick at 573-214-3233 
with the information of  where 
you are moving to and when. 

Dress Code 
Students must use good judgment about what to 
wear to school.  The best guideline is good taste 
and  common sense.  Dress cannot distract from 
the learning environment.  The weather is getting 
colder.  Please make sure your students are dressed 
warm and comfortably for the school day.   
Clothing should provide ample coverage and 
should not advertise or represent inappropriate 
themes. 
 

Social Studies has been on the Road to Revolution.      

Students have learned about the causes of  the American 

Revolution, including the French and Indian War and  

several taxes.  We will end the semester with winning our 

independence from Great Britain.  The Social Studies   

semester final will be held on December 18 & 19.  It will 

be a cumulative final . 

West Middle School  

Thanksgiving Dinner Boxes 

‘Tis the season to give thanks and give back! We would like to 

help some of our neediest families during the holiday season by 

providing food for their Thanksgiving meal.  We are asking our 

Advisory classes to choose from our grade level food lists and 

bring in food items for a traditional Thanksgiving meal.   

We are collecting food items October 29th to November 16th. 
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                          PBIS Corner 

Upcoming Events (all during the school day): 

Prize Patrol for November 90% Attendance:  

Friday, November 2 

No Tardy Party: Thursday, December 20 

Your West Middle School PBIS Tier 1 /Student 
Support Team: 

Shelby Butman     Becky Coggeshall 
Allison Duncan             Irica Dunkley 
Margaret Frey         Lauren Howard 
Lisa Inniss                                                            Dan Kelley 
Courtney Lewis                Marti Mardis 
Champagne Minx       Colleen O’Brian 
Patrick Ordway            Brenda Parisi 
Catherine Sadowski           Sondra Smith 
Sharon Young 

Michelle Jones—Coach 
mijones@cpsk12.org 

Let’s look at some data! 
 

*So far this year, 95.3% of our students have NO referrals 
and NO Recovery Room visits! 
*In September, we averaged 3.67 referrals per day (majors and 
minors/Recovery Rooms). 
*Most of our referrals are for disruption, which is defined as a 
student engages in a sustained behavior that causes an       
interruption to the learning environment despite multiple        
redirects. 
*A majority of our referrals happen for inappropriate behaviors 
that occur in the classroom. 
*Most referrals happen around 9:30 a.m. and at noon. 
*Seventh graders generated the most referrals in September. 

Viking Movie Day was held on Friday, October 12, and it was a huge success!  Over 570 students 

attended our school day movie event, where six movies were shown in seven rooms.  Students got 

popcorn and had the afternoon to enjoy their movies.  Students who were ineligible had the wonder-

ful opportunity to make up missing work and do brain-boosting or enrichment activities.  Our 

next Movie Day will be in March, and students will be eligible to attend with 90% or higher attend-

ance, 3 or fewer tardies, and 0-1 major referrals (tardy and referral counts start over 2nd semester). 

Thanks so much for sending your kids to school!  

We love having them here!  On October 5, our 

Prize Patrol went to 31 classrooms and recognized 

almost 480 students for having attendance at or 

above 90% for the month of September!  Way to 

go, West Vikings!  We’re so glad your kids are 

here—keep sending them to school and they’ll 

keep up the awesome learning!  The more they’re 

here, the more they’ll learn!  And they can keep 

earning those great prizes from the Prize Patrol 

every month! 

Congratulations to our Vikings of the Week! 
 

6th Grade: 
Hank Cummings                                  Chloe Choi 
Savion Harris                      Haley Carrier 
Tyson Smith                    Briauna Simon 
Max Wright                              Veronika Lyman 
Landon Tarwater                                       Elsie Sears  

 
7th grade: 

Da’Koreion Roberts                        Christin Glay 
Adam Calvert                                     Kira Hoenes 
Harini Arunkumar           Trinity Kimbrough 
Ricky Ferris                                   Luis Lara-Hernandez 
Jacob Penn                                     Reese Smith 

 
8th grade: 

Ervin Tahan                         Kristina Bloomfield 
Nathaniel Waters               Meredith Flippin 
Dorian Williams-Webster       Olivia Nelson 
Jashawn Warren                       Areya Schad 
Owen Kington                              Elizabeth Martin 
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IDEA PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

 

All responsible public agencies are required to locate, evaluate, and identify children with disabilities who are under the 
jurisdiction of the agency, regardless of the severity of the disability, including children attending private schools, children 
who live outside the district but are attending a private school within the district, highly mobile children, such as migrant 
and homeless children, children who are wards of the state, and children who are suspected of having a disability and in 
need of special education even though they are advancing from grade to grade. The Columbia Public School district     
assures that it will provide a free, appropriate public education (FAPE) to all eligible children with disabilities between the 
ages of 3 and 21 under its jurisdiction. Disabilities include autism, deaf/blindness, emotional disorders, hearing impairment 
and deafness, intellectual disability, multiple disabilities, orthopedic impairment, other health impairments, specific learning 
disabilities, speech or language impairment, traumatic brain injury, visual impairment/blindness and young child with a  
developmental delay. 
 
The Columbia Public School district assures that it will provide information and referral services necessary to assist the 
State in the implementation of early intervention services for infants and toddlers eligible for the Missouri First Steps      
program.  
 
The Columbia Public School district assures that personally identifiable information collected, used, or maintained by the 
agency for the purposes of identification, evaluation, placement or provision of FAPE of children with disabilities may be 
inspected and/or reviewed by their parents/guardians. Parents/guardians may request amendment to the educational    
record if the parent/guardian believes the record is inaccurate, misleading, or violates the privacy or other rights of their 
child. Parents have the right to file complaints with the U.S. Department of Education or the Missouri Department of       
Elementary and Secondary Education concerning alleged failures by the district to meet the requirements of the Family 
Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA). 
 
The Columbia Public School district has developed a Local Compliance Plan for the implementation of State Regulations 
for the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). This plan contains the agency's policies and procedures          
regarding storage, disclosure to third parties, retention and destruction of personally identifiable information and the    
agency's assurances that services are provided in compliance with the General Education Provision Act (GEPA). This plan 
may be reviewed at the Columbia Public Schools Aslin Administration Building at 1818 W. Worley St., Columbia, MO 
65203 between the hours of 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday. 
 
This notice will be provided in native languages as appropriate. 
 
Contact Information: Alyse Monsees 
Director of Special Services 
1818 W. Worley St. 
Columbia, MO 65203 
(573) 214-3462 
Rev. September 2018 

504 PUBLIC NOTICE 
The Columbia MO Public School District, as a recipient of federal financial assistance from the United States Department of Education 

and operates a public elementary or secondary education program and/or activity, is required to undertake to identify and locate every 

qualified person residing in the District who is not receiving a public education; and take appropriate steps to notify disabled persons and 

their parent or guardians of the District’s duty. 

 

The Columbia MO Public School District assures that it will provide a free appropriate public education (FAPE) to each qualified      

disabled person in the District’s jurisdiction regardless of the nature or severity of the person’s disability. For purposes of Section 504 of 

the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the provision of an appropriate education is the provision of regular or special and related aids and     

services that (i) are designed to meet individual educational needs of disabled persons as adequately as the needs of nondisabled persons 

are met and (ii) are based on adherence to procedures that satisfy the requirements of the Section 504 federal regulations. 

 

The Columbia MO Public School District has developed a 504 Procedures Manual for the implementation of federal regulations for  

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, Subpart D. This Procedures Manual may be reviewed by contacting your student’s school or at the 

Special Services Office at 1818 West Worley St. 573-214-3819, by appointment. The District 504 Coordinator is Shae Collier. 

 

This notice will be provided in native languages as appropriate.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October has proven to be another busy month for our AVID 7 & 8 students! On October 3rd we visited Columbia 

College where students toured the campus, checked out dorm rooms, and the dining hall. They even had the op-

portunity to sit-in on their first college class. They learned more about what it takes to get into college and had a 

great experience! Our AVID students also hosted our 2nd Family Movie Night by providing concessions on Octo-

ber 19th. In the AVID classroom, students have begun working with tutors from the University of Missouri as our 

AVID Tutorials have started. Students are learning how to use inquiry to help one another in group tutoring ses-

sions. And finally, we kicked off our monthly lunch with our AVID Mentors and Mentees. It was a great success 

and we’re looking forward to our breakfast together before Thanksgiving break! Follow us on Twitter 

@AVIDWMS  

 

 

 

AVID 7 students Summer Gourley, Nakyla Nelson and Chris 
London, enjoying lunch with Mentors Mrs. Coggeshall and Mr. 
York 

 

 

 

 

AVID 8 students Andrea Lagunas Reyes, Sarah Arnall, 
and Amaré Flowers enjoying the Mentor/Mentee lunch 
with Ms. Young and Coach Parisi  

 

 

 

 

 

 

AVID 7 & 8 students at Columbia College, October 
3rd, 2018  

 

 

 



West families, there are many wonderful things going on this year 
and we are so excited to share them with you all!  

 
West PTSA meetings are open to everyone and you are 
all encouraged to join us!  Our next meeting will be held 
on Thursday, November 8th at 6:00PM in room 201A next 

to the main office.  We look forward to seeing you all 
there!  As always, if you have any questions please feel 

free to contact Janet Moore-Schad, 
West PTSA President at ki-arra@hotmail.com 

 

Check our our Website: http://westvikingsptsa.my-
pta.org and follow us on Facebook @WestVikingsPTSA  

 

 

 

Second, Basketball season is upon us and we need 
you!  Our concession stand nets the vast majority of our 
fundraising dollars throughout the year!  Please take a 
moment to sign up for a time to come out and support 

our students and enjoy some basketball.  One hour 
makes all the difference and we can't do it without you! 

7th Grade Boys Basketball 
 https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0d4babaf22a46-

west5 
7th Grade Girls Basketball 

 https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0d4babaf22a46-
west4 

8th Grade Boys Basketball  
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0d4babaf22a46-

west7 
8th Grade Girls Basketball 

 https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0d4babaf22a46-
west6 

First, we are hosting a Krispy Kreme Fundrais-
er. It will run from     November 1st through 
November 9th!  Please be looking for order 
packets to come home with your student by 

October 31st. It will have detailed information 
with due dates, delivery information, order 

process and forms!  

This is a great fundraiser and is so easy! 

Donuts will also be available to purchase for 

$1.00 each at breakfast on November 20th. 

 

Third, West Winterfest is a wonderful way 
for families to get together and have a great 
time while helping support the needs of the 

students throughout the year! 
This year our Winterfest is Friday, January 

25th. If you or someone you know would like 
to donate supplies, auction and raffle items 

or time please contact 
Angel Arnall at angelarnall@gmail.com! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last, but most definitely not least, thank you so very much to 
all of the families that have donated to our West Coffee 

Cart!  Your support is so very appreciated and the teachers 
love it!  The coffee cart is a monthly event at West. If you'd 

like to help out in any way please contact Kathi Jantz at 
kfjantz@gmail.com. 
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West Middle School PTSA is hosting West WinterFest on January 25, 2019. This 

event is designed to strengthen our school community – administration, teachers, 

support staff, families and students of West Middle School. We hope to use this 

event as both an annual community building activity as well as a fundraiser for the 

PTSA programs that support the education, health, and safety of all children during 

their educational years at West MS.  

This year's West WinterFest is a Marvel vs DC comic themed event with dinner, 

dancing, games, raffles and lots more fun, inclusive to all of our West Middle School 

families. We need your support to help this event be as successful as possible.  
 

Would you or your organization be able to donate any of  the following?  

• Product and/or Gift Basket for the raffle  

• Provide games/structures or other alternate activity for use by students 

during event (i.e. inflatables, yard games, four-square in the air, photo-

booth, etc.)  

• Gift cards or funds to help us support the event  
 

For planning purposes and to acknowledge donors in event publications, we would 

like to have raffle items or monetary donations turned into the school before winter 

break in December. Final date for donations is January 4, 2019. Donations can be 

dropped off at the West Middle School’s main office or you can contact us to    

schedule pick up of your donation at a time convenient for you.  

Thank you for helping West Middle School develop our community and for supporting 

education in Columbia, MO!  
 

Sincerely,  

Angel Arnall, West WinterFest Chairperson  

West Middle School PTSA  

Contact info for donations: Angel Arnall  

cell: 573-239-7534 or by email: angelarnall@gmail.com  



Yearbooks can be ordered through the WMS office or online at www.yearbooksforever.com  

http://www.yearbooksforever.com
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Fire Lanes, Red Curbs and Bus Loading 

According to Battalion Chief for the Columbia Fire Department regarding the Fire Lanes and using them during 
parent pickup, we would like to take a minute to remind you that the Fire Lanes in front of our schools are just 
that…an area cleared so that fire trucks will have a place to park so they can access our building as quickly as    
possible. The Fire Department understands that at dismissal we have to utilize this area for parent pickup.      
However, parents may not park their cars and leave them unattended at any time..  
 
Keep in mind that buses load in the ARC parking lot Farmers Market Area.  Do not park your cars for picking up 
students in the bus loading area.  This will interfere with students loading buses and creates a safety issue with   
students getting to parents parked in other areas of the parking lot. 

Procedures for Signing Students Out Early 
 

While we feel that every minute of instruction is important, we understand that sometimes students need to leave early 
for various reasons.  

• Please send a note with your student if you know ahead of time. Your student can bring the note to the office that 
morning and we will write them a pass to leave class at the appropriate time to meet you in the office. Students will 
not be released from class without an office pass or a call from the office. Please remind your student to bring notes to 
the main office and not their teacher.  

• If you are not able to send a note, please call the main office at least fifteen minutes before you plan to pick up your 
student. This will allow time for us to look up your student and get them from their class to the main office.  

• We will be happy to send for your student if you don’t send a note or call ahead, but please be prepared to wait. 
Teachers are in the middle of instruction time and may need to make a point before releasing students to come to the 
office. 

• If someone who is not on your student’s pick up list will be picking up your student, you will need to send a note with 
your student or call ahead and give us the name of the person who will be picking them up.  

• Please be aware that the state mandates that a student is marked absent if signed out early, even if it is only a few 
minutes. They will only be considered absent for the period of time that they miss, not the entire day.  

  

Parent/Teacher Conferences 
November 13, 3:30—7:00 p.m. 
November 15, 3:30—7:00 p.m. 

Watch for information to be sent regarding  
Parent/Teacher Conferences per grade level. 



With witches, goblins, and super-heroes descending on neighborhoods across  America, the American Red 
Cross offers parents some safety tips to help prepare their children for a safe and enjoyable trick-or-treat 
holiday. Halloween should be filled with surprise and enjoyment.  Following some common sense practices 
can keep events fun and safe.  

• Walk, slither, and sneak on sidewalks, not in the street. 

• Look both ways before crossing the street to check for cars, trucks and low-flying brooms. 

• Cross the street only at corners. 

• Don't hide or cross the street between parked cars. 

• Wear light-colored or reflective-type clothing so you are more visible. Remember to put reflective tape 
on bikes, skateboards and brooms, too! 

• Plan your route and share it with your family. Trick or treat with an adult. 

• Carry a flashlight to light your way. 

• Keep away from open fires and candles. Costumes can be extremely flammable. 

• Visit homes that have the porch light on. 

• Accept your treats at the door and never go into a stranger's house. 

• Use face paint rather than masks or things that will cover your eyes. 

• Be cautious of animals and strangers. 

• Have a grown-up inspect your treats before eating. Don't eat candy if the package is already opened. 
Small, hard pieces of candy are a choking hazard for young children. 


